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 Middleton on the Wolds Parish Council
Clerk:  Catherine Simpson    19 Princess Road, Market Weighton, York   YO43 3BX
Tel:  01430 872239      Email:  motwpc@outlook.com


Document Reference 2025/26-10

Middleton on the Wolds Parish Council – Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on the 5th January 2026 19:30 in the Village Hall, Station Road, Middleton on the Wolds, YO25 9UQ.

	Present
	
	

	Cllr. Peter Roe
	PR
	Acting Chair

	Cllr. Stephen Burwood
	SB
	Councillor

	Cllr. Louise Newlove
	LN
	Councillor

	Cllr. Kath Bentley
	KB
	Councillor

	Cllr. Michelle Vane
	MV
	Councillor

	Cllr. Jill Wilson
	JW
	Councillor

	Cllr. Linda Woodall
	LW
	Councillor

	Cllr. Karen Rummen
	KR
	Councillor

	Attended by
	
	

	Officers
	
	

	Catherine Simpson
	CS
	Clerk and RFO

	Cllr. Jeremy Wilcock
	JW
	Ward Councillor

	
	
	1 member of the public

	
	
	

	
	
	Action

	
	WELCOME
	

	
	In absence of the Chairman Cllr. Peter Roe was unanimously elected as Chairman for the meeting.
	

	25/26-139
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	

	
	Apologies were received from Cllr. Simon Hanna & Cllr. Mike Kellly and the reasons accepted.  
	

	25/26-140
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	

	
	Cllr. Michelle Vane declared an interest in any Green Group issues as she is Treasurer of the group.
	

	25/26-141
	ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)
	

	
	RESOLVED: to adopt the minutes of the following meeting as a true record 

Ordinary Meeting 1st December 2025

	

	25/26-142
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ABOVE MEETING(S) NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA
	

	
	None.
	

	
25/26-143
	WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE
	

	
	Cllr. Wilcock gave his apologies for his non-attendance at the December meeting. 
The main issue at ERYC at present concerns financial planning.  The budget is probably the tightest it has been for some years.  The Government has changed  the criteria of the Fair Funding scheme which has resulted in a loss to ERYC of
	

	
	£11m. The effects of this are likely to be around for several years. The Fair Funding scheme is now focused on urban areas as opposed to rural ones, hence the huge cut in funds for this area.

The Church wall and tower are in a poor state and Parklands wall.  

The railing at the pond has been damaged, most likely by vehicle impact.
	

	
25/26-144
	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the meeting be temporarily suspended for a period of up to 15 minutes to allow for a period of public participation during which members of the public may address the Council on any matter affecting the parish.

· A member of the public is interested in joining the Council.  The Clerk confirmed that she has this week received confirmation from ERYC that Council may co-opt and this will be placed on the February agenda.
	

	25/26-145
	FINANCE
	

	
	1. RESOLVED: to approve the accounts to the end of December and sign the bank reconciliation.
2. RESOLVED: to approve the following payments and those on Schedule 2 (circulated separately):

	

	
	
	Buckton Pest Management
	£59.28
	Pest control

	Clerk
	£10.00
	Expenses

	Alexandra Summer
	£243.03
	Newsletter printing

	Clear Councils
	£1483.20
	Insurance

	Business Stream
	£195.56
	Water

	Reading Rooms
	
	

	Scottish Water
	£23.35
	Water

	Starboard Systems
	£22.80
	Subscription



	

	
25/26-146
	HIGHWAYS
	

	
	Cllr. Vane advised that the school is holding its themed assembly on speed awareness and road safety next week.  
Cllr. Vane has also spoken with Soanes, SB International and ABG with a view to them adopting a voluntary 20mph through the village.
Cllr. Vane has attended an online webinar on 20 is Plenty and will write an article for the Messenger.  This will be circulated prior to being approved for publication.
The Police & Crime Commissioner have opened a grant fund for speed reduction schemes and it was agreed to place this on the next agenda.  The deadline for applications for round one of the funding is the 13th February.

	




	25/26-147
	PLANNING
	

	
	25/02208/PLF – T Soanes & Sons
Proposal: Change of use of land from residential to commercial, erection of single storey building and boundary wall, creation of pedestrian access and steps, lowering of land levels, installation of vehicle barrier and creation of outdoor seating area, following demolition of 16 Church Hill Road.
Application type: Full planning permission.
RESOLVED: that a recommendation be made that consideration be given to the provision of disabled access for future employees or existing employees who may need this in the future.

	

	25/26-148
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	The reports for the two play areas were discussed and it was agreed that the Clerk would create an action plan prior to the next meeting.  A suggestion was made that she contact Driffield Town Council to see who it uses for its maintenance.  She will also contact the grass cutting contractor to request that they take care when strimming around the equipment.
	

	25/26-149
	CEMETERY
	

	
	1. Maintenance of the garden areas – this will be incorporated into the tender document for the grass cutting.
2. Hare sculpture: several complaints have been received by the Clerk and Cllr. Hanna about the hare sculpture which has been placed in front of the cemetery.  The complainants do not feel that the nature of the statue is appropriate for outside a cemetery which contains war graves.  The sculpture depicts boxing hares.  
Cllr. Vane suggested that the complainants scan the QR codes to read full explanation and link to the war graves which is on the Heritage website.
	

	
25/26-150
	READING ROOMS
	

	
	The Clerk contacted the solicitor for an update and they will chase the Charity Commission.
	

	25/26-151
	WEBSITE & EMAIL
	

	
	The Clerk explained the background to the agenda item and why it is so important.
RESOLVED: that Council agrees to a .gov.uk website and email addresss for the Clerk and all councillors.
	

	25/26-152
	OUTDOOR SPACES 
	

	
	RESOLVED: to purchase a life buoy and hook for the pond.
	

	25/26-153
	ADMINISTRATION
	

	
	Cllr. Simon Hanna has drafted a response to the two resident letters to the Messenger.  This has been circulated and was approved subject to the removal of the word “now”.
	




	25/26-154
	EXTERNAL MEETINGS
	

	
	Cllr. Vane attended an online Human Resources webinar on the Employment Rights Bill.  The Clerk will ensure that any emails received from ERNLLCA on this topic will be circulated.
	

	
25/26-155
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	Relevant emails have been circulated and will be responded to when required.

	

	25/26-156
	COUNCILLORS EXCHANGE & AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
	

	
	Items for the next agenda:

Co-option
The state of the pavements
Possibility of upgrading the pedestrian crossing to a pelican crossing.
Green Group – revisit proposal of the 5th November.

	

	25/26-157
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	Items carried forward from this meeting.
	

	25/26-158
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	The next meeting will take place on the 5th February at 19:30 in the Village Hall.

	

	25/26-159
	HUMAN RESOURCES
	

	
	In absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman who conducted the appraisal this item will be carried forward to the February meeting.

	



Meeting closed at 21:08

Signature of Chairman:




Document Reference 2025/26-10
