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Middleton on the Wolds Parish Council
Clerk:  Catherine Simpson    19 Princess Road, Market Weighton, York   YO43 3BX
Tel:  01430 872239      Email:  motwpc@outlook.com


Document Reference 2025/26-12

Middleton on the Wolds Parish Council – Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on the 2nd March 2026 19:30 in the Village Hall, Station Road, Middleton on the Wolds, YO25 9UQ.

	Present
	
	

	Cllr. Mike Kelly
	MK
	Vice Chairman

	Cllr. Stephen Burwood
	SB
	Councillor

	Cllr. Louise Newlove
	LN
	Councillor

	Cllr. Kath Bentley
	KB
	Councillor

	Cllr. Michelle Vane
	MV
	Councillor

	Cllr. Jill Wilson
	JW
	Councillor

	Cllr. Linda Woodall
	LW
	Councillor

	
	
	

	Attended by
	
	

	Officers
	
	

	Catherine Simpson
	CS
	Clerk and RFO

	Cllr. Jeremy Wilcock
	JW
	Ward Councillor

	Rev. Jane Anderson
	JA
	Vicar

	Chris Brent
	CB
	Church Warden

	
	
	1 member of the public

	
	
	Action

	
	WELCOME
	

	
	The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and made them aware of the Recording Declaration.
	

	25/26-187
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	

	
	Apologies were received from Cllr. Simon Hanna and Cllr. Karen Rummen and the reasons approved.
	

	25/26-188
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	

	
	Cllr. Michelle Vane declared an interest in any Green Group issues as she is Treasurer of the group.
Cllr. Mike Kelly declared an interest in item 8b.

	

	25/26-189
	ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)
	

	
	RESOLVED: to adopt the minutes of the following meeting as a true record 

Ordinary Meeting 2nd February 2026

	

	25/26-190
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ABOVE MEETING(S) NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA
	

	
	Cllr. Kelly advised that the headstone check in the cemetery has not been undertaken yet but would hopefully take place the following week.
	




	
25/26-191
	WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE
	

	
	Cllr. Jeremy Wilcock advised that ERYC implementing transformation with the aim of not compromising on the services provided.  This will be done via head count reduction from the top down, with no compulsory redundancies. The Council needs to save £40m.

Issues specific to Middleton on the Wolds:

a. Bus stop – enforcement officers have visited 3 times and have not witnessed any parking offences, however, this is very much work in progress.
b. Church wall on Church Hill.  The in-house structural engineer is working in costs but it is expected that it will need ground anchoring and some parts rebuilding.
c. Cllr. Vane asked if Cllr. Wilcock could please follow up on the repairs needed on South Street.
d. Cllr. Bentley informed Cllr. Wilcock that the refuse collectors are leaving the bins on the pavements rather than replacing them on the driveways.
e. Cllr. Newlove informed Cllr. Wilcock that the path on “Chip Shop Corner” is very uneven making it impossible for wheelchairs to use safely.
	

	25/26-192
	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the meeting be temporarily suspended for a period of up to 15 minutes to allow for a period of public participation during which members of the public may address the Council on any matter affecting the parish.

No issues were raised.
	

	25/26-193
	CHURCH TOWER & BOUNDARY WALL
	

	
	RESOLVED: to bring this item forward.

Rev. Anderson & Churchwarden, Chris Brent, provided some background to what is happening at the moment with the Church fabric:

The west window was inspected in 2025 and this revealed issues with the tower. The report highlights significant structural movement. A topographical survey of the Churchyard and the wall is to be undertaken along with soil testing and archaeologist will be on site. The stonework on the tower is shaling and has now been fenced off. Initial costs are around £25k to £30k.  It is hoped to obtain grants and utilise fund raising. The Churchyard is closed therefore responsibility for the Church wall passes to ERYC. The clock is serviced each November.

	

	25/26-194
	CO-OPTION
	

	
	RESOLVED: there may be an interested party.
	

	25/26-195
	FINANCE
	

	
	1. RESOLVED: to approve the accounts to the end of February and sign the bank reconciliation.
2. RESOLVED: to approve the following payments and those on Schedule 2 (circulated separately):

	

	
	
	Starboard Systems
	£532.80
	Subscription

	Mike Kelly
	£227.99
	Newsletter printing

	Andrew Naylor
	£41.95
	Strimmer blades

	ERYC
	£25.08
	Waste collection - cemetery

	Reading Rooms
	
	

	Business Stream
	£23.35
	Water

	Starboard Systems
	£22.80
	Subscription

	Fire Protection Supplies
	£48.00
	Fire inspection



	

	
25/26-196
	HIGHWAYS
	

	
	a. Pedestrian crossing: a request has been made to ERYC to ascertain if it is feasible to upgrade the existing zebra crossing to a pelican.  This is currently with Traffic Management under log number 2357189.
b. Bus stop parking: this was covered under Ward Councillor update. 
c. Auto Speed Watch: the Clerk has received information from Bubwith Parish Council pertaining to this scheme.  Bubwith was one of the pilot councils and the scheme has been running there for around 18 months.  
	

	25/26-197
	PLAYGROUNDS
	

	
	a. Maintenance of equipment:

Quotations have been sourced to address the issues raised in the ROSPA report.  
RESOLVED: to accept the quotation provided by the company which installed the equipment at a figure of £1482.00 including VAT.
	

	25/26-198
	MAINTENANCE
	

	
	1. Tree work: Willow & Cherry trees at the pond.  These have been inspected and a report issued for submission to ERYC.
	

	25/26-199
	READING ROOMS
	

	
	No update has been received from the solicitor, this will be chased.
	

	25/26-200
	HERITAGE PROJECT WEBSITE
	

	
	The Clerk explained that now the Green Group is a separate entity to the Council the Heritage website needs to be transferred across so that it can be administered by its members. There is no problem with this being funded by the Council as it would fall under Section 137.
RESOLVED: that the Green Group take over ownership and management of the Heritage website and the Council take responsibility for payment of annual fees in this respect.
	

	25/26-201
	CEMETERY  
	

	
	a. Dogs: a discussion took place as to whether dogs should be allowed in the Cemetery. It was agreed that the Clerk contact the Parochial Church Council and ask for its views on the topic.
	

	25/26-202
	ALLOTMENTS
	

	
	There is a rodent problem which is being caused due to allotment holders not keeping their plots properly.  
RESOLVED: that letters be sent to allotment holders asking them to tidy up their plots.
	

	25/26-203
	ADMINISTRATION
	

	
	a. Policy review: In the absence of Cllr. Rumens this item will be carried forward to the April meeting.
	

	
	a. Village welcome pack: needs updating, Cllr. Vane is looking at this.
b. Safeguarding Policy: this has not been processed yet.

c. Karbon Homes development: Cllr. Vane is provided an update.  The development will consist of housing association properties, shared ownership and buy to rent.  

It is expected that the ground team will be on site from mid-April.

The request for a voluntary 20 mph through the village by construction traffic has been communicated. 

Consideration will also be given toe school timings, breakfast and after school clubs etc.

Cllr. Vane will draft an article for the Messenger.
	

	25/26-204
	EVENTS & PROJECTS
	

	
	Christmas 2026:

Council needs to purchase new lights and consideration will be given to a competition for the best decorated window, however, it was agreed to carry these items forward to the September meeting.
	

	25/26-205
	EXTERNAL MEETINGS
	

	
	Cllr. Vane has met with North Dalton Parish Council.  School children have designed road safety posters and some have selected for possible bin stickers etc. Cllr. Vane will write an article on the voluntary 20mph speed limit.

Cllr. Kelly has met with a gentleman who is keen to produce a Middleton on the Wolds Facebook page.

Council was reminded about the upcoming Police presentation on scams which is to take place on the 11th March.
	

	
25/26-206
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	Relevant emails have been circulated and included the following:

Request for memorial inscription
Blockage at the pond – Cllr. Vane to speak to Yorkshire Water to ascertain if it is their problem or this Council’s.

	

	25/26-207
	COUNCILLORS EXCHANGE & AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
	

	
	Items for the next agenda:

· Defibrillator monitor
· Community Speed Watch coordinator
· Memorial bench
· Sewage in field behind the pumping station on Station Road
	

	25/26-208
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	The next meeting will take place on the 6th April at 19:30 in the Village Hall.

	



Meeting closed at 20:43

Signature of Chairman:
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