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Middleton on the Wolds Parish Council
Clerk:  Catherine Simpson    19 Princess Road, Market Weighton, York   YO43 3BX
Tel:  01430 872239      Email:  motwpc@outlook.com


Document Reference 2025/26-11

Middleton on the Wolds Parish Council – Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on the 2nd February 2026 19:30 in the Village Hall, Station Road, Middleton on the Wolds, YO25 9UQ.

	Present
	
	

	Cllr. Simon Hanna
	SH
	Chairman

	Cllr. Mike Kelly
	MK
	Vice Chairman

	Cllr. Peter Roe
	PR
	Councillor

	Cllr. Stephen Burwood
	SB
	Councillor

	Cllr. Louise Newlove
	LN
	Councillor

	Cllr. Kath Bentley
	KB
	Councillor

	Cllr. Michelle Vane
	MV
	Councillor

	Cllr. Jill Wilson
	JW
	Councillor

	Cllr. Linda Woodall
	LW
	Councillor

	Cllr. Karen Rummen
	KR
	Councillor

	Attended by
	
	

	Officers
	
	

	Catherine Simpson
	CS
	Clerk and RFO

	Cllr. Jeremy Wilcock
	JW
	Ward Councillor

	
	
	1 member of the public

	
	
	

	
	
	Action

	
	WELCOME
	

	
	The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and made them aware of the Recording Declaration.
	

	25/26-160
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	

	
	None.
	

	25/26-161
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	

	
	Cllr. Michelle Vane declared an interest in any Green Group issues as she is Treasurer of the group.
Cllr. Mike Kelly declared an interest in item 8b.
Cllr. Jill Wilson declared an interest in the Village Produce Show.
	

	25/26-162
	ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)
	

	
	RESOLVED: to adopt the minutes of the following meeting as a true record 

Ordinary Meeting 5th January 2026

	

	25/26-163
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ABOVE MEETING(S) NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA
	

	
	None.
	




	
25/26-164
	WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE
	

	
	Cllr. Wilcock advised that ERYC would be setting its budget on the 5th February.  As previously advised, the Government’s changes to the Fair Funding scheme will have a considerable impact on this.  It is also expected that there will be a maximum 4.99% increase applied to Council Tax. Savings will be made via transformation, that is less manual work and a move towards more automation. It is expected that there will be staff redundancies from the top down but there should be no compulsory redundancies.

Regarding issues pertaining to Middleton on the Wolds, Cllr. Wilcock has raised a concern with the Asset Strategy team at ERYC over the condition of the Church wall, which is bowing.

There is a problem with vehicles parking in the bus stop and this has been reported to ERYC by one of the bus drivers.
	

	25/26-165
	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the meeting be temporarily suspended for a period of up to 15 minutes to allow for a period of public participation during which members of the public may address the Council on any matter affecting the parish.

No issues were raised.
	

	25/26-167
	CO-OPTION
	

	
	RESOLVED: to co-opt Edward Keyes as councillor.
	

	25/26-168
	FINANCE
	

	
	1. RESOLVED: to approve the accounts to the end of January and sign the bank reconciliation.
2. RESOLVED: to approve the following payments and those on Schedule 2 (circulated separately):

	

	
	
	Aubergine
	£598.80
	New website

	Amazon
	£71.48
	Life buoy & hook

	Andrew Naylor
	£41.95
	Strimmer blades

	ERYC
	£25.08
	Waste collection - cemetery

	Reading Rooms
	
	

	Scottish Water
	£23.35
	Water

	Starboard Systems
	£22.80
	Subscription



	

	
25/26-169
	HIGHWAYS
	

	
	a. Pedestrian crossing: RESOLVED: to request an assessment by ERYC to ascertain if it is feasible to upgrade the existing zebra crossing to a pelican.
	

	
	b. Orchard Drive: 
Parking: there have been complaints of unreasonable parking on Orchard Drive, however, the vehicles are all taxed and have valid MOT certificates therefore they are not parking illegally. The Clerk will respond accordingly.
	

	25/26-170
	PLAYGROUNDS
	

	
	a. Inspection by ROSPA:

Following receipt of the inspection reports the Clerk has circulated an action plan.

RESOLVED: to obtain 3 quotations from specialist contractors to undertake the work required.
	

	25/26-171
	EMBANKMENT BENCH
	

	
	The memorial bench on the embankment cannot be moved to the pond area until a concrete base has been laid and this will not be until Spring. It was agreed that members would inspect the site and suggest a specific location.
	

	25/26-173
	TREE WORK
	

	
	RESOLVED: to approve the quotation in respect of the required work on the  Weeping Willow & Cherry. Clerk to apply for permission from ERYC.
	

	25/26-175
	CHURCH TOWER & BOUNDARY WALL
	

	
	It was agreed to move this item to the March meeting.
	

	25/26-176
	GRANTS
	

	
	RESOLVED: to award a grant of £250.00 for the Village Produce Snow.
	

	25/26-177
	CEMETERY  
	

	
	a. Boxing hare statue:

Two letters have been received complaining about the hare state situated outside the cemetery.

RESOLVED: to respond to the letters, explaining the background and providing a link to the Heritage Trail website.
	

	25/26-178
	READING ROOMS
	

	
	The Clerk has received an update from the solicitor confirming that they have now received the required documentation from the Charity Commission.  No further correspondence has been received since and Cllr. Simon Hanna offered to ring them.
	

	25/26-179
	WEBSITE & EMAIL
	

	
	The Clerk requested input from members in respect of the design of the new website.  Comments were received from Cllr. Michelle Vane & Cllr. Peter Roe. Clerk will now progress this with the web design company.
	

	25/26-180
	GREEN GROUP
	

	
	RESOLVED: that as Phase 1 is being implemented satisfactorily, Phase 2 be approved apart from the issue of the website. The Clerk advised that if the Green Group wish to administer the Heritage website the Group needs to take this over, paying the costs etc. Clerk will email the Chairman of the Green Group.
	

	25/26-181
	ADMINISTRATION
	

	
	a. Policy review: the following policies / procedures were reviewed:
	

	
	Memorial Safety - adopted
Health & Safety - adopted
Media – minor amendment required
Equity & Diversity – possible amendment required
IT Policy - adopted
Data Protection - adopted
Code of Conduct – adopted subject to minor amendment

Cllr. Gill-Rummens kindly offered to look at the Safeguarding policy for the next meeting.

Cllr. Kelly and Cllr. Gill-Rummens will undertake a safety check of the headstones in the cemetery.

It was agreed that a review date be added to each policy.

a. Village welcome pack: needs updating, Cllr. Vane offered to look at this.

b. Karbon Homes development: RESOLVED that Cllr. Vane act as liaison between the developers, Council and residents.
	

	25/26-182
	EXTERNAL MEETINGS
	

	
	Cllr.Vane has met with an ERYC officer and a meeting with representatives from North Dalton Parish Council regarding the ongoing speed reduction initiative. Several local companies have agreed to adopt a voluntary “20 is plenty” approach within the village.
	

	
25/26-183
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	Relevant emails have been circulated and will be responded to when required.

	

	25/26-184
	COUNCILLORS EXCHANGE & AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
	

	
	Items for the next agenda:

· Automated speed cameras
· Church wall
· Christmas lights at the pond
· Competition for the best lit house
	

	25/26-185
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	The next meeting will take place on the 2nd March at 19:30 in the Village Hall.

	

	25/26-186
	HUMAN RESOURCES
	

	
	RESOLVED: that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting (Section 1(2), Public Bodies Admissions to Meetings Act 1960):

RESOLVED: that following a satisfactory appraisal the Clerk’s salary scale be increased by one point, which will be backdated to the 1st April 2025.
	



Meeting closed at 21:35

Signature of Chairman:
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