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Middleton on the Wolds Parish Council
Clerk:  Catherine Simpson    19 Princess Road, Market Weighton, York   YO43 3BX
Tel:  01430 872239      Email:  motwpc@outlook.com


Document Reference 2025/26-14

Middleton on the Wolds Parish Council – Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on the 13th April 2026 19:30 in the Village Hall, Station Road, Middleton on the Wolds, YO25 9UQ.

	Present
	
	

	Cllr. Mike Kelly
	MK
	Vice Chairman

	Cllr. Stephen Burwood
	SB
	Councillor

	Cllr. Louise Newlove
	LN
	Councillor

	Cllr. Kath Bentley
	KB
	Councillor

	Cllr. Michelle Vane
	MV
	Councillor

	Cllr. Jill Wilson
	JW
	Councillor

	Cllr. Linda Woodall
	LW
	Councillor

	Cllr. Karen Rummen
	KR
	Councillor

	Attended by
	
	

	Officers
	
	

	Catherine Simpson
	CS
	Clerk and RFO

	
	
	1 member of the public

	
	
	Action

	
	WELCOME
	

	
	In the absence of the Chairman, the Vice Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and made them aware of the Recording Declaration.
	

	25/26-209
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	

	
	Apologies were received from Cllr. Simon Hanna (who would be arriving late) and Ward Cllr. Jeremy Wilcock and the reasons approved.
	

	25/26-210
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	

	
	Cllr. Michelle Vane declared an interest in any Green Group issues as she is Treasurer of the group.
Cllr. Mike Kelly declared an interest in item 8b.

	

	25/26-211
	ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)
	

	
	RESOLVED: to adopt the minutes of the following meeting as a true record 

Ordinary Meeting 2nd March 2026

	

	25/26-212
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ABOVE MEETING(S) NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA
	

	
	None.
	

	

25/26-213
	WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE
	

	
	Cllr. Jeremy Wilcock was absent, however, the Clerk read his report which covered the following issues:

Village issues:

	

	
	
· Response from ERYC re Highway wall. Principal Strategic Surveyor has formally requested that suggested stabilisation options be investigated and budget estimates provided. Will need funding and a listed building consent application be prepared and submitted.
There is a site meeting about this at 10 am on April 24th with various parties including MP Graham Stuart.
· Update requested re South Street repair work which is supposedly taking place in the new financial year. No response yet 
· Bin collections.  Request submitted that the empty bins are not left on the pavements. No response yet.

ERYC issues:

Most recent Full Council had Motions passed unanimously as below: 
1. Opposition to Tourism Tax. Mayor to be asked to dismiss this option.
2. Protection of chalk streams via UNESCO world heritage site proposal
3. Report on trauma-informed practice required within 6 months
4. Opposition to fracking re-affirmed as there is an application in North Yorks area which would affect East Riding, around Wold Newton.
	

	25/26-214
	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
	

	
	There were no members of the public present during this time.
	

	25/26-215
	CO-OPTION
	

	
	Nothing to report.
	

	25/26-216
	FINANCE
	

	
	1. RESOLVED: to approve the accounts to the end of March and sign the bank reconciliation.
2. RESOLVED: to approve the following payments and those on Schedule 2 (circulated separately):

	

	
	
	Parish Council
	
	

	Starboard Systems
	£532.80
	Subscriptions

	Mike Kelly
	£245.99
	Newsletter printing

	Mike Kelly
	£36.00
	Newsletter deliveries

	Charlotte Walker
	£205.83
	Gardening services

	Alison Wilson-Dodd
	£150.00
	Pond maintenance

	Buckton Pest Management
	£62.24
	Pest control

	Reading Rooms
	
	

	Business Stream
	£23.35
	Water

	Starboard Systems
	£22.80
	Subscriptions

	ERNLLCA
	£470.62
	Subsciptions



	




	
25/26-217
	HIGHWAYS
	

	
	a. Possible upgrade of pedestrian crossing to pelican: this is ongoing under log number 2357189.
b. Bus stop parking: the enforcement team have visited on several occasions, however, during these times there have been no incidents reported.  The suggestion has been made that the bus stop be relocated further down.
	

	25/26-218
	PLAYGROUNDS
	

	
	a. Maintenance of equipment: Repairs have been carried out.
	

	25/26-219
	MAINTENANCE
	

	
	1. Tree work: Willow & Cherry trees at the pond.  This is ongoing, Clerk has requested a diagram from the tree surgeon to submit to ERYC.
2. Cllr. Vane reported that she has been making enquiries on the blocked drain at the pond near the Village Hall.  This is not a Yorkshire Water problem and the Environment Agency has confirmed that it is not their problem as it is not a main river.  Cllr. Vane will speak with ERYC.
	

	25/26-220
	READING ROOMS
	

	
	a. An update has been received from the solicitor, who has now received a response from the Charity Commission.  The revised quotation to legally transfer the Reading Rooms to the Council will cost between £3000 and £4000.  

RESOLVED: to ask the Village Hall Committee f it would like to take back the management of the Reading Rooms.  If it does not then it was agreed to proceed with the legal work.

b. It is noted that the tenant has given notice of the termination of the lease with effect from June.  Cllr. Rummen will visit the tenant and discuss any issues which need addressing prior to their departure.
	

	25/26-221
	CEMETERY
	

	
	a. Dogs: no update has been received from the PCC as to whether it is in agreement that dogs should not be allowed in the cemetery.
b. Grass cutting: there has been no response to the advertisement.  The Clerk will see if the contractor who looks after the rose bed would be prepared to quote for this work.
c. Cemetery fees: RESOLVED: to apply a 25% increase across the board.  The pricing structure will be reviewed in 2027.
	

	25/26-222
	ALLOTMENTS
	

	
	a. Maintenance: letters have been sent to all allotment holders requesting that the plots be kept tidy and properly utilised. Cllr. Newlove will undertake an inspection and provide feedback to the next meeting.
	




	25/26-223
	ADMINISTRATION
	

	
	a. Policy review: Safeguarding.
RESOLVED: to adopt the Safeguarding Policy written by Cllr. Rummens.  This will be reviewed in 2027.

b. Annual Meeting of Council: this will take place on the 11th May following the Annual Parish Meeting. It was agreed that Cllr. Burwood would make some enquiries regarding a possible guest speaker.

c. Village information pack: Cllr. Vane is working on this.

d. Karbon Homes development: Cllr. Vane provided the following update:

· Karbon Homes are managing the development and Lovells are constructing it.  Several complaints have been received including the absence of wheel washing and road sweeping, both of which will be utilised shortly.
· The restriction of plant left on site only applies to tree areas.
· Fencing has now been erected and an electricity survey done.
· Some diseased trees have had to be felled.
	

	25/26-224
	EVENTS & PROJECTS
	

	
	a. Website & email: the Clerk had a meeting with the website developer earlier that day and went through the site map.  Once the domain name has been secured the email addresses can be sorted.
	

	25/26-225
	CHURCH TOWER & BOUNDARY WALL
	

	
	There is a meeting at 10:00 on the 24th April in the Church.  The Clerk will be attending this meeting.
	

	25/26-226
	EXTERNAL MEETINGS
	

	
	The Clerk had a Teams meeting with the website design company on the morning of the 13th April.
	

	
25/26-227
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	· Resident request for an independent water test
· Green Group – transfer of the Heritage website (Clerk to sort)
	

	25/26-228
	COUNCILLORS EXCHANGE & AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
	

	
	· Lifebuoy is now sited.  Thank you to Malcolm and Dave for installing it.
· Cllr. Newlove to speak to the contractor regarding concrete bases.
· Clerk to sort out the transfer of the Heritage website to the Green Group
Items for the next agenda:

· Defibrillator monitor
· Community Speed Watch coordinator
· Public meeting re Karbon Homes development
· Auto Speed Watch
	

	25/26-229
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	The next meeting will take place on the 11th May following the Annual Parish Meeting which takes place at 19:30 in the Village Hall.

	


Meeting closed at 20:58
Signature of Chairman:
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