Chairman’s Annual Report – Middleton on the Wolds Parish Council – 2026
1. Introduction
It has been my privilege to serve as Chairman of Middleton on the Wolds Parish over the past year.
This report provides an overview of the Council’s work, key achievements, challenges faced, and priorities for the year ahead. 
I would like to thank my fellow councillors, our Clerk, and the many volunteers and residents who continue to support the parish.
2. Council Membership and Meetings
During the year, the Council held eleven ordinary meetings, attendance remained strong, 
and councillors continued to contribute constructively to discussions and decision‑making.
changes in membership:
· Karen Rummen and Ed Keyes joined the Council 
· Vanessa Windsor, Peter Roe, Mike Kelly resigned/retired 
· Roles, Simon Hanna Chairman, Peter Roe Vice Chairman
3. Key Achievements of the Year
The Council has worked on a range of projects and initiatives, including:
Community Improvements: i.e., Installation of new benches

Both village play areas have been inspected to ensure they remain safe for children and families, necessary remedial work has been completed and a regular monthly inspection initiated.

A life Buoy has been installed at the village pond to further improve safety in that area of the village.

The Parish Council has adopted a new safeguarding policy, underlining its commitment to protecting children and vulnerable adults in the village      
· Planning Matters: Responding to planning applications, engaging with East Riding of Yorkshire Council on development proposals.
· Highways & Environment: Working closely with ERYC Highways to address traffic concerns, speeding, wide loads
      Raising issues around safety improvements to zebra crossing
      Pavements & Road surfaces
              Engaging directly with developers of the new housing Woodlands Drive development 
            residents to be kept informed as the project progresses
                                          
· Events & Community Engagement: supported village events, such as the Produce Show, Teddy Bears Picnic, Seasonal Christmas lights
            The Parish Council has continued to support the Green Group and its valuable work 
            on improving the former railway embankment and aesthetic improvements to the village 
            with the planting of spring bulbs, trees, which residents appreciate and enjoy.
            The Parish Council took the opportunity to have the Police deliver a Scam avoidance presentation
Financial Stewardship:                     
             
The Parish Council has introduced a minimum requirement of two quotations for work to be carried out on its behalf to maximise value for money
The Parish Council may ask for photographic evidence of work carried out at its sole discretion                                      
4. Financial Overview
The Council has continued to manage its finances prudently
· Precept £27,910
· Reserves aim is to continue to build to equate to one year’s precept
A full financial statement is provided separately by the Responsible Financial Officer.
5. Challenges Faced
This year the Council has had to address several ongoing 
· Traffic Speed, Reduction, Zebra crossing safety
· Realignment of Relationship with Green group as voluntary not for profit group, independent of the Parish council
· Residents concern regarding the new housing development Woodlands drive
· 20 mile an hour traffic calming introduction along length of station road
· Use of Beacon Field, consultation with residents and interested community groups
· Despite these challenges, the Council has remained committed to delivering for residents.
6. Priorities for the Coming Year
Looking ahead, the Council will focus on:
· Traffic Calming
· Maintenance of Pavement & Road surfaces
· Engagement and support for groups operating within the village, e.g. Youth Club
· Resolution of Reading Room usage
· Upgrading of Website to a gov.uk domain and councillors to have council email addresses
· Continuing to represent residents’ interests and maintain the character and wellbeing of the parish.
· Development after consultation with the village a five-year plan  


7. Acknowledgements
I would like to express my sincere thanks to:
· Our Clerk, Catherine Simpson, for her professionalism and support
· My fellow councillors for their dedication
· Local volunteers, community groups, and residents who contribute so much to parish life
8. Conclusion
The past year has been one of steady progress and continued community spirit. I look forward to working with the council and residents in the year ahead as we build on our achievements and address the challenges before us.
Signed
Simon Hanna 
Chairman, 
Middleton on the Wolds Parish Council 
Date: 11th May 2026

