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 Middleton on the Wolds Parish Council
Clerk:  Catherine Simpson    19 Princess Road, Market Weighton, York   YO43 3BX
Tel:  01430 872239      Email:  motwpc@outlook.com


Document Reference 2025/26-9

Middleton on the Wolds Parish Council – Minutes of the Meeting of Council held on the 1st of December at 19:30 in the Village Hall, Station Road, Middleton on the Wolds, YO25 9UQ.

	Present
	
	

	Cllr. Simon Hanna
	SH
	Chairman

	Cllr. Mike Kelly
	MK
	Vice Chairman

	Cllr. Louise Newlove
	LN
	Councillor

	Cllr. Kath Bentley
	KB
	Councillor

	Cllr. Michelle Vane
	MV
	Councillor

	Cllr. Peter Roe
	PR
	Councillor

	Cllr. Karen Gill-Rummen
	KGR
	Councillor

	Attended by
	
	

	Officers
	
	

	Catherine Simpson
	CS
	Clerk and RFO

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	Action

	
	WELCOME
	

	
	The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and read the Recording Declaration.  The meeting was well attended
	

	25/26-118
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	

	
	Apologies were received from Cllr. Jeremy Wilcock, Cllr. Jill Wilson & Cllr. Linda Woodall and the reasons accepted.  Apologies have since been received from Cllr. Stephen Burwood.
	

	25/26-119
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	

	
	Cllr. Mike Kelly declared an interest in item 8b Finance as one of the payments was a reimbursement.
Cllr. Michelle Vane declared an interest in item 14 as she is Treasurer of the Green Group.
	

	25/26-120
	ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)
	

	
	RESOLVED: to adopt the minutes of the following meeting as a true record 

Ordinary Meeting 3rd November 2025

	

	25/26-121
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE ABOVE MEETING(S) NOT COVERED ELSEWHERE ON THE AGENDA
	

	
	None.
	

	
25/26-122
	WARD COUNCILLOR UPDATE
	

	
	In Cllr. Wilcock’s absence no update was available.
	




	25/26-123
	PUBLIC OPEN FORUM
	

	
	RESOLVED: that the meeting be temporarily suspended for a period of up to 15 minutes to allow for a period of public participation during which members of the public may address the Council on any matter affecting the parish.

The following issues were raised:

· Members of the Green Group have been upset over an item written by Cllr. Simon Hanna in the November issue of the Middleton Messenger.
· Concern was raised again over the state of the Beverley Road footpath.
· Support was shown in favour of 20 mph speed limit near the school.
	

	25/26-124
	FINANCE
	

	
	1. RESOLVED: to approve the accounts to the end of November and sign the bank reconciliation.
2. RESOLVED: to approve the following payments and those on Schedule 2 (circulated separately):

	

	
	
	Green Group
	£4926.85
	Transfer of funds

	Alexandra Summers
	£246.79
	Newsletter printing

	David Newlove
	£585.00
	Grass cutting

	David Newlove
	£220.00
	Hedge cutting

	Andrew Naylor
	£50.97
	Green Group expenses

	ERNLLCA
	£6.00
	Clerk’s training

	SLR Electrical
	£63.00
	PAT testing of Christmas lights

	ROSPA Play Safety
	£478.80
	Playground safety checks

	Reading Rooms
	
	

	Scottish Water
	£23.35
	Water

	Starboard Systems
	£22.80
	Subscription



	

	
	3. The draft budget for 2026/27 was revisited and the precept was agreed at £27,910.00.
RESOLVED: to cancel the contract for waste collections as it was felt that the bins were not being utilised and therefore not required.

Whilst on the subject of the cemetery it was agreed that the contracts for grass cutting and gardening need to be reviewed and amalgamated in so far as is possible.
	




	25/26-125
	HIGHWAYS
	

	
	Cllr. Vane advised that the school is holding a themed assembly on speed awareness and road safety on the 13th of January 2026. Pupils will be asked to design posters.
ERYC has introduced a voluntary 20mph speed limit for its vehicles.
It was agreed that Cllr. Vane could speak to Soames to ask them if they would be willing to participate.

	

	25/26-126
	PLANNING
	

	
	There were no planning issues.
	

	25/26-127
	PLAY AREAS
	

	
	1. The inspections have been done and the reports circulated.  These will need looking at in detail at the January meeting, however, in the meantime the Clerk provided signage and hazard tape in respect of two items of equipment which ought not to be used for the time being.  Cllr. Roe kindly offered to cordon these off.
2. Cllr. Newlove has been obtaining quotations in respect of the concrete base.  This work will be done in the spring once the temperature starts to rise.
It was agreed that Cllr. Vane would be responsible for playground checks at the Orchard Drive ground and Cllr. Kelly at the Recreation Club.
	

	25/26-128
	CEMETERY
	

	
	1. Maintenance of the garden areas – this was discussed during the budget section.
	

	
25/26-129
	READING ROOMS
	

	
	The legal work is ongoing.  No update has been received recently.
	

	25/26-130
	EMBANKMENT
	

	
	The problem of Russian Vine was reported to ERYC which has responded to say that as the plant is not invasive it is not able to help.  The advice given is to dig it up by its roots.
This will be mentioned in the next Messenger.
	

	25/26-131
	VILLAGE GREEN GROUP 
	

	
	A proposal from the village Green Group has been circulated.  
RESOLVED: that the Council is happy for the Green Group to undertake voluntary work on the East and West side of the Embankment subject to prior approval. The work will include bulb planting.
Quarterly updates will be required to Council.
	

	25/26-132
	WEBSITE AND EMAIL
	

	
	Due to time restraints this will be carried forward to the January meeting.
	

	25/26-133
	ADMINISTRATION
	

	
	a. Resident letters sent to the Middleton Messenger: two letters have been sent, addressed to Cllr. Kelly.  These were not responded to or included in the latest publication because it was felt that any response needed to be sent from the Council and not from an individual councillor. 
The meeting was disrupted by disgruntled members of the public.  In an attempt to get the meeting back on track it was agreed to move on and concentrate on those issues which needed to be addressed that evening, anything else should be carried forward to the next meeting.
	




	25/26-134
	EXTERNAL MEETINGS
	

	
	None.
	

	25/26-135
	CORRESPONDENCE
	

	
	Relevant emails have been circulated.
	

	25/26-136
	COUNCILLORS EXCHANGE & AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
	

	
	Items carried forward from this meeting.
	

	25/26-137
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	The next meeting will take place on the 5th January at 19:30 in the Village Hall.

	

	25/26-138
	HUMAN RESOURCES
	

	
	This item will be carried forward to the January meeting.

	



Meeting closed at 21:20

Signature of Chairman:


Document Reference 2025/26-9
